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Comparing schools
in different countries

Listening ]

[I] Trevor’s visiting the Forward International Holiday Camp not far from Sochi. He’s interviewing
kids from different countries for The RAP survey.

Listen without looking at the text and say what countries the kids interviewed by
Trevor come from.

Trevor: When does school start where you live?

Ben: I’m Ben. I’m from the UK. We start school in
September.

Maxim: My name’s Maxim. I’m from Russia. We’re

back to school in September too, on the first
of September. It’s the same day for both
schoolchildren and university students all over
the country.

Trevor: Does anybody start school in spring?

Yoko: Yes, in Japan we start in April, and so do
children in Thailand, I have a Thai friend. I’m
Yoko from Japan.

Cody: In Australia we start in February, we live in the
southern hemisphere — for us February is the
last summer month! I’'m Cody, my family has
just moved from Australia to the UK.

Trevor: Do you all start school at 8.30, like they do in
Russia?
Lucas: Oh, no! Lucky Russian students! In Brazil we start as early as 7 a.m.
Li Min: In China we also start quite early, but a little later than you do — 7.30.
Trevor: Oh, you must get hungry by noon, then. Do you have your lunch at school?
Lucas: In Brazil we have to go home to have lunch, we don’t have it at school.
Li Min: In China we have lunch at school during a break which lasts two hours.
Yoko: There’s a lunch break in Japan and we take turns to serve it to each other. It’s fun!
Trevor: What about uniforms? Do you all have to wear uniforms at school?
Yoko: In Japan uniforms are required and there are also many rules for hair styles,
shoes, socks, skirt length, make-up, accessories, and more.
Li Min: In China it’s so different. Yes, there is a school uniform, but in some schools you

don’t have to wear it if you don’t want to. A uniform for boys and girls is very
much alike — it’s a loose sports suit.

Trevor: So many countries, so many worlds, each one is different and fascinating! Do your
schools have anything in common?

Everybody: Yes, they’re our home away from home! Vocabulary

southern hemisphere

to serve
() Listen again and fill in the table in your Workbook. accessories
(P Look at the text, listen and repeat. 0 102 FEAIES
fascinating

Speaking ]

In pairs, choose a character and role-play Trevor’s interview with him/her (you may use the
table in your Workbook).

®




In groups, discuss the following questions. Then tell the class.

‘When do you start school?

What other countries start school the same month as you do?

‘When do other countries start school?

Do kids have lunch at school everywhere in the world?

Is school uniform a must all over the world?

‘What month would you like to start school? Why?

Is your school a home away from home for you? What’s the meaning of this
phrase? Can you think of a Russian equivalent?

OO W

Vocabulary and grammar

4

Read the adjectives in the box and match them with the cartoons. Find antonyms and write
them in your Workbook. Compare them with the antonymic pairs in the Russian language.

Example:

Fast is an antonym of slow. or Fast is the opposite of slow.
easy fat short difficult nasty small boring
thin big good interesting bad nice long

®@ T002) Listen and check.

P | Listen and repeat.
Form the Comparative Degree of these adjectives and write them down.
Example:
short — shorter

short, long, small, nice, fat, big, thin, nasty, easy, interesting, difficult, boring,
good, bad, happy, lucky, many, little, fascinating
© T003] Listen and check.
P | Listen and repeat.
Read the conversation on page 4 again and find the phrase “home away from home”. What

is a “home away from home” for you? Is it your school, or grandma’s home, or your sports
club?



. Comparing schools

in different countries

Listening and speaking

Rachel and Robert are at school. They are in their maths lesson. Robert doesn’t like maths.
Listen without looking at the text and say who Mr Bell and Mrs Davis are.

Robert: Oh, I hate maths! It’s so boring!

Rachel: It isn’t as bad as history.
Pass me that ruler, please.
Robert: Here you are. Yes, it is.
It’s worse than history.
It’s more boring than anything.
Rachel: Oh, come on, Robert.
Maths is more interesting than history.
Remember that lesson on Napoleon?

Robert: Mmm ... Maybe you’re right.
But maths is more difficult than history.

Rachel: For you maybe.
But then you aren’t as intelligent as me.
I think maths is easier than history.

Robert: Huh! You’re joking.
Lend me your rubber, please.

Rachel: Sorry, I’m using it. But at least history
lessons are shorter than maths lessons.
Two hours! Pass me my pencil case,
please.

Robert: Here. But Mr Bell isn’t as nice as Mrs
Davis, our history teacher.

Mpr Bell: What did you say, Robert?

Robert: Oh, Mr Bell. I just said “Maths is nicer
than history.”

Mpr Bell: Give me your exercise book, Robert.
Robert: Here you are, Mr Bell.

Mr Bell:  Huh! Full of mistakes. Start again,
Robert.

Robert: Yes, Mr Bell.
Rachel: Hahaha ...

Robert: Stop laughing, Rachel! Yes, he’s
definitely nastier than Mrs Davis.

My Bell: Robert! BE QUIET!

[P Look at the text, listen and repeat.

Read the sentences. Are they true or false?

Robert doesn’t like maths.

Rachel likes history more than maths.
Rachel finds history easy.

Robert likes his history teacher.
Robert is good at maths.

Robert doesn’t like Mr Bell.

Robert’s exercise book is full of mistakes.

O TR W -



Grammar and speaking

9 | Find comparative forms of adjectives in the text of the conversation. Study the information
in the Think about grammar section and explain how these comparatives were formed. Give

comments on their spelling.

THINK ABOUT GRAMMAR: Comparative degree of adjectives

ITpunarareasusie Tumna short, good, interesting maspiBaroTCSI KaueCTBEHHBIMMU, OHU
0003HaYAIOT IPU3HAK UJIU CBOMCTBO IIpeaMeTa, KOTOPhIe MOYKHO CPaBHUBATH IO CTEIEHU
UX IPOABJIEHUSA. DTU IIpUjJaraTejJbHbIe MOTYT 00pa30BbIBATH CTEIIEHU CPABHEHUS.

Positive degree ([NonoxutensHas CTeNeHb)

Comparative degree (CpaBHUTENbHAA CTEMEHb)

strong (CUIBHBIN)
good (xopoIiumit)
interesting (MHTEpEeCHBIH)

stronger (cunbHee)
better (sryuiie)
more interesting (6osree MHTEPECHBIN)

ITpunararenpusie B mososkurenbHoil creneHu (Positive degree) oGosmauaror kKa-
YeCTBEHHBIN NPU3HAK IPeJMeTa, KOTOPHIHM He CBA3aH CO CTEIIEHBIO ero IPOABJIEHUs. ITO
ocHOBHAaA (cjioBapHas) ¢GopMa IPUIATaTeJIbHOTO.

ITpunararenbublie B cpaBHuTenbHOI crenenu (Comparative degree) o6osmauaror
OPU3HAK, KOTOPBINI BhIPAKeH B 00JIbIIIeil CTEeIeH !, YeM TOT, YTO 0003HAUEH ITOJIOKUTEIbHOM

CTeIleHbIO.

B HavanbHOM popme (NONoXUTESNbHAS CTEMEHD): Positive Comparative

1) oguH caor long longer

2) OOWH CJIOT, OKAHUYMBAIOIIUMNCS HA IVIACHBIA + COIJIACHBINA big bigger
HUckarouenns: TJIACHBIN + W new newer

3) mBa cjora, OKAHYMBAIOIIMUXCS HA -y easy easier

4) nBa nau GOJIBIIIE CJIIOTOB boring more boring

interesting more interesting
HeckosbKko nmpuiaarateJabHBIX 00pa3y0T CPABHUTEIBLHYIO good better
dopMy OT APYToii OCHOBBI CJIOBA: bad worse

Reading and speaking

10| Read the text about education in ancient times. How was

it different from ours?

Education in Ancient Greece

In ancient Athens, until the age of 6 or so, boys were taught at
home by their mothers or by male slaves. From the age of 6 to 14 boys
went to a local primary school or to a private school.

There were few books. Books were expensive. The teacher read the
book out loud, and the boys had to memorize everything. In primary
school they had to learn two important things — poems by Homer, a

famous Greek poet, and how to play the lyre.

Did you know?

Girls didn’t go to school. Some of them learned to read and write

at home, but most of them were taught sewing and cooking. Vocabulary
ancient slave pr—
out loud lyre
* .
11 Find some information and get ready to speak on education to memorize to sew

in ancient Russia.
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Grammar and vocabulary

| LANGUAGE FOCUS: Comparing (1) <+

12| [® 7005 Listen and read.

( Maths is more interesting than history. 7

=] o

( Maths isn’t as boring as history. )

Mrs Davis is nicer than Mr Bell. = Mr Bell isn’t as nice as Mrs Davis.
Maths is worse than history. = History isn’t as bad as maths.

P | Listen and repeat.

THINK ABOUT GRAMMAR:
NMpepnoxeHns co cpaBHUTESNIbHbIMU KOHCTPYKLMAMU

s BbIpaKeHUsA CPaBHEHUS B AaHIVIMHMCKUX MPENJOKEHUSAX HWCIOJb3YIOTCS
CcpaBHUTEeJIbHbIE KOHCTPYKIMU ¢ coro3amu than u as ... as. C corodom than ynorpebasiorcs
cpaBHUTeNbHBIE (popmbl npuiaararenbHbix (Comparative degree of adjectives). C corozom
as ... as HaJ0 MCIIOJIbL30BAThH IIpUJIaraTejibHbIe B moJoKuTeabHoi crenenu (Positive degree
of adjectives).

... comparative degree of adjectives + than ... ... as + positive degree of adjectives + as ...

Affirmative sentences (YTBepantenbHble NpensoxeHns)

Robert is taller than Trevor. Trevor is as nice as Rachel.
Pob6ept sviue Tpesopa. TpeBop maxoi sce xopowuii, kKax Peitues.

Negative sentences (OTpuuaTenbHble NpeasoxXeHns)

Trevor is not (isn’t) taller than Robert. Mr Big is not (isn’t) as nice as Sam.

Tpesop ne 6vuue Pobepra. Mucrep Bur ne marxou xopowuti, kax Cam.
L

13 Read sentences 1 — a, b and 2 — a, b. Match the sentences with the same meaning.

1 My computer is better than a) My computer is as good as this one.
this computer. b) This computer isn’t as good as my computer.
2 Literature is not easier than a) Literature is as difficult as history.
history. b) History is not as easy as literature.

14| Complete the sentences with than or as ... as.

1 My friends/are/strong/your brother. 4 George/is/quicker/I.
2 This book/isn’t/more interesting/that book. 5 Cats/are not/better/dogs.
3 English/is/interesting/Russian. 6 Tennis/is/good/football.




Reading and speaking

15| Read Masha’s letter to her American pen friend Vicky. What is the topic of the letter?

To [ Vicky | X

Subject | Re: What do you think about it? |

Hi Vicky,

Today was the first day of school, and the first day I had to
wear our new school uniform. I hate it!

Our uniform is awful. The fabric is scratchy, and the color is
dirty brown. Yuk! What I really hate is that I can’t wear any of the
new clothes I bought this autumn. I’m crazy about some of the new
fashions, what about you? I especially like anything with stripes.
But I can’t wear them to school.

I can’t remember, do you have to wear a uniform to school?

Write soon,
Masha

16 Read Vicky’s answer to Masha. What is her opinion on the topic under discussion?

To | Masha ’ Xl

Subject | Re[2]: What do you think about it? |

Hi Masha,

Sorry you don’t like your new uniform, but I have to confess —
I love our uniform. I’ve always worn one, ever since the first grade,
so I guess I’'m just used to it. Here in the United States our local
school districts make the decision about things like uniforms, and
I guess ours decided it’s a good thing. The idea is that this way all
students look the same — rich kids, poor kids, cool kids, not-so-
cool kids.

Fortunately, we have some choices with our uniform, either
dark grey trousers or a skirt, and then we have three different
blouses we can mix them with. It’s really not bad. It makes
dressing every morning pretty simple!

I figure I’ve got the weekend to let my style go wild. I agree —
the new stripes are amazing!

Write and tell me more about what you’re doing this year.
Vicky

17 In pairs, discuss arguments for and against school uniforms. Fill in the table in your Workbook.

For Against
All students look the same — rich All students look the same, because they
kids and poor kids. have no choice.
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18| Read the text, add some arguments for and against school
uniforms to the table (Exercise 17) and get ready to express
your opinion on it.

Say what you think

School uniforms

Are school uniforms a good idea or a bad idea? It’s
a question that educators, parents and kids themselves often debate.

Supporters say that school uniforms improve classroom discipline and increase student
safety, school pride and the public image of the school.

There are many, though, who think that uniforms are bad. Some parents complain that
the cost of the uniforms is higher than regular store-bought clothes. Children psychologists
say that students like to be creative with their clothing, and this is a good thing. According
to one expert, through the clothes they wear children express who they are, and it’s
important to encourage differences, not hide them.

What do you think?

Listening and writing

19| (@ T006) It’s not easy to start a new school year after a long
summer holiday. Trevor is going to write an article about going
back to school. He decides to interview kids in the Forward
International Holiday Camp. Listen to the interview and make
notes in your Workbook.

Reading and speaking

20 Read Trevor’s tips that may help kids to return to
the school routine. Has Trevor used all the information from Photo essay
the interview? Has he added anything? Use your notes from
the Workbook.

Back-to-school tips

e In summer, parents allowed you to go to bed later
and to get up later. Try to get back into the routine a few
days before school starts.

e If you’re going to a new school, try to visit it before
your classes begin. Have a look around, find your way to
the gymnasium, library and computer class, draw a plan.

e If you don’t have to wear a school uniform, think
about your clothing for the first day at school. The key is
to wear what makes you feel good. It may be a brand-new
suit or an old sweater. Choose it and lay it out the night
before.

* Get your backpack ready the night before school
as well. Prepare notebooks, pens, pencils and a calculator.
Having a day planner is a good idea. It will help you keep
track of your classes, homework and activities.

Which is the best and which is the worst tip in your opinion? What do you think is the
biggest problem for you after the summer holidays?

21 Make a list of your back-to-school tips. You could make a poster and give some advice to
your classmates.




